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Shying at Utopia.
Comment on President Wilson's peace
speech by newspapers friendly to the Ad-
ministration has been exceedingly wary.
Few have ventured to discuss, even in the
vaguest way, the terms on which Ameri-
can mediation is to be sought and the prin-
ciples which must be accepted by the bel-
ligerents if the United States is to par-
ticipate in a general peace settlement.
This shyness is natural, since most of the
President's supporters have been acclaim-
ing it as his greatest achievenrent that he
has kept this country out of the European
conflict, that he has made good his re-
peated assertions about this war being a
'+ “with which we have nothing to do”
and “whose causes cannot touch us.”
Having accustomed themselves to that
idea Mr. Wilson's followers find it diffl-
cult to grow enthusiastic over the proposi-
tion that the United States shall not only
concern itself with the causes and the out-
come of Europe's quarrel, but shall un-
dertake, if invited to mediate, to prescribe
the principles on which the new world
order, following the war, shall be based.
Such an amazing reversal of opinion must

be very painful to those who sincerely
gympathized with Mr, Wilson's previous
offorts to preserve a frigid and cautious
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hand into the Federal Treasury and With-|goos y1at their own statement was the only

|draws political plums
| rivers and harbors bill, it declares, like a
|drunkard endeavoring to taper off:
“This time doesn’t count.” Even while

000,000 monstrosity, it approved an

amendment creating a river and harbor
commission, which might have been of
some value, but repented a moment later
and struck it out. The plan advocated
by President Taft, sanctioned by ex-
perts and the best disinterested opinion of

| waterways and harbors out of politics by
|ha\'ing a commission of army engineers
apportion the money for the work, is
still a project merely, and the country has
vet to ses the last of the “pork bills.”
President Wilson might veto this bill,

laden with its extravagances, the results

of frank political jobbery, and save the
'attention of our magazine editors.

country the $44,000,000, as well as keep
|his party's pledge of economy in admin-
istration. But this is & campaign year,
|the President is a candidate for renomina-
Ition and reclection, and the boys out in
|the districts are cryving for pap. The
| likelihood of a veto is too scant to count
lon. The conference commitlee may cut
lout a few items, but the total thus excised
lwill not be of great relief to the Treasury.
| Congress, in its inexhaustible unwisdom,
|has acted. It remains for the peaple to
| pay

| Man and His Hat.

|ing
'but we cannot withhold a tear at the bar-
|ing of man's more than womanly tactics
lin the purchase of a hat. The suffragists
| doubtless selected hat stores in which to
|sell their baseball tickets in utter inno-
cence of mind. For all their bravery of

soul and attention to this little matter of |

the sexes, they are still absurdly trusting
in spots, That is because they are human
beings, not to say sisters, daughters, moth-
lers and wives, as well as patriots and pio-
| neers, we suppose. And the shock which
befell them when they came to witness hat-
purchasing by cther brothers,
sons, fathers and husbands is not difficult
to understand.

It i= only the hypoerisy of the sexes that
makes the male hat store so absurd a spec-
tacle. Hats are just as important for men

women's

the Senate was adopting the present $44,-|

the country, to take the improving of|

1t i in accord with much else forthcom-
from these hard and ruthless days,|

in the shape of &) . ¢ ¢ thair claim that they were de-

serters welghed heavily with the court-
martial.

But they attalned their purpose. The
Dutch press and Dutch international law-
yers are discussing the status of the de-
serter and his right to freedom as a non-
combatant. And the opposition papers in-
sinuate that the internment of these men in
the first place is still another proof of the
secret pro-German leanings of a govern-
ment which has maintained the country's

neutrality in difficult circumstances, the|

most difficult of which will not become
known until after the restoration of peace.

The sixteen descrters all testify to the
same effect. They believed that under in-
ternational law they would become non

combatants, and therefore free to come and |

go as they pleased, once they had reached

neutral territory. One of them deserves the |

He is
an Austrian, was serving on the Italian
frontier and succeeded in crossing Tyrol
and the whole German Empire from South
ta North. He must kave a story to tell.

The Actors' Labor Union.

Viewed dispassionately, free from all
cant about “art” and “artists,” it is the
most natural thing in the world for the
members of the Actors’ Equity Associa-
tion to have voted by an overwhelming
majority to affiliate with the American
Federation of Labor. The actors', or em-
ployes’, end
mained unorganized, while the producers’,
or employers’, end has been pretty thor-
oughly organized—not completely, to be
sure, but completely enough to affect mar-
ket conditiens. This has been true not
only in New York City, with its “syndi-
cate” and “non-syndicate” houses, but on
“the road,” where the two groups of man-

agers have had their booking lists of allied

managers and houses.

Under such conditions it has been use-
less for actors to protest against certain
trade conditions which plumber
bricklayer or scene shifter or stage car-
penter would have stood for a minute,
They have meckly rehearsed for three,
ix weeks, without pay, pocket-

if the production, proving

no or

four. hve,

unmarketable, has been closed at the end
[ first week's run. They have played

and, out West, on Sundays

of the

oxtra matinees

of the profession has re-|

one spoke with more prophetic vislen nor
with greater authority of the future reln
tions of the United States with the rest of
the world than the late Admiral Alfred T.

Mahan,

1t was my good fortune to be in ecorre-
spondence with him from time to time in
regard to some of the current political prob
lems and other questions of the day, and &
letter | received from him, bearing date of
June 13, 1912, has in it statements and opin
ions so pertinent to certain issues now pend-
ing before the American peopla that one or
two extracts cannot fail to be read with in-
torest. The letter for instance contains the
following: .

“The question of the size of the navy ia
not s naval question, but a diplomatic on#,
and should be so recognized by being put
under the Committee on Foreign Relations;
details only pertaining to the Naval Com-/
mittee."

Still more important as affecting the im-
| mediate future Is his opinion of Colonel
| Roosevelt, given, just as the thresscornesed
fight for the Presidency between Taft, Roosze
velt and Wilson was beginning, in the follow-,
ing words:

“There is really only one of the present
candidates who has any large grasp of for-
eign polier, and that is Roosevelt, | have
not been able to sccept his recent proposi-
tions concerning recall, ete,, but balieving, as
I do, that our foreign policies are *he mos!
important, I am coming around to him, In
this concluzion the naval action of the Demo-
eratic caucas has a large share.”

If the above extract expressed the opinion
of Admiral Muhan in 1012, how doubly ac
centuated would that opinion now be after
lour humiliating international experiences of
| the past three years,
| “fhough 1 veted for Mr. Taft both in 1003
and 1912, and have for him the greatest re
gard, and though [ supported Mr. Hughes
while Governor and have for him also the
highest regard, ss well as confidence in his
lahi!ii:.‘ to fill the office of President of the
| United States with firmness, intelligence an’
dignity, yet nevertheless I am of the opinior
pxprassed by Admiral Mahan that Colonel
Roosevelt is especially fitted by knowledge
| and experience to cope with the class of
questions concerning our foreign relations
that will undoubtedly confront us with ap-
palling insistency for the next few years

SAMUEL L. PARRISH.

Southampton, L, 1, May 28, 1916
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